
 

T his year, the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs commemorates 

75 years of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, known as the VHA. 

Originally established in 1946 as 
the Department of Medicine and 
Surgery to care for Veterans return-
ing from World War II, VHA has 
evolved to meet the unique chal-
lenges and care needs of Veterans 
from every era and at every stage of 
their lives. 
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Upcoming Events  

Feb. 5, Live Fierce - Go Red Virtual 
Event & Wear Red, noon - 1 
p.m.  We’re calling a Code Red — 
this virtual event underscores the 
need to help women ensure a 
healthy and positive future. National 
Wear Red Day is also Feb. 5, so 
please remember to wear red! More 
infomation at https://
www.facebook.com/
events/1150632085354512, or call 
401-273-7100 ext. 16191 or email 
Tonya.MaselliMcConnell@va.gov. 

VA Celebrates the Service of African American Veterans 

F ebruary is Black History Month. 
Please join the VA Providence 

Healthcare System in honoring and 
celebrating all African American Vet-
erans who have risked, and often 
sacrificed, their lives in service to 
our great Nation.  

African Americans of every genera-
tion have given their lives in defense 
of freedom, even when they did not 
fully enjoy freedom themselves. 
They fought during the Revolution-
ary War and every other conflict in 
this nation’s history. They are the 
Buffalo Soldiers, the Tuskegee Air-
men, the 555th Parachute Infantry 
Battalion, the Marines of Montford 
Point, and the “Red Ball Express.”  

We honor their sacrifices. 

Over the past 75 years, VHA has 
made wide-reaching contributions to 
improve the health of Veterans and 
the entire nation by providing services 
and technologies that have changed 
the way health care providers across 
the country practice medicine. 

Almost 70 percent of the country’s 
health care providers receive medical 
training at a VHA facility. VHA per-
formed the first successful liver trans-
plant, developed Hepatitis C medica-

tion, invented the first cardiac pace-
maker, and paved the way in the 
field of pain management. VA  
research has resulted in three Nobel 
prizes. Today, VHA leads the nation 
in telehealth services, with more 
than 900,000 Veterans using these 
services in Fiscal Year 2019. 

 Learn more about VHA history at 
https://www.va.gov/vha-history/. 
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T he VA Providence Healthcare 
System began COVID-19 vaccina-

tions for Veteran patients Jan. 6 at 
the Providence VA Medical Center.  

"We’re very excited to begin offer-
ing the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
to our Veterans," said Lawrence Con-
nell, director of the VA Providence 
HCS. "As vaccine supplies increase, 
our ultimate goal is to offer free 
COVID-19 vaccinations to all Veter-
ans and employees who want to be 
vaccinated." 

On Jan. 13, the first Veteran patient 
received a COVID-19 vaccination at 
the Hyannis VA Clinic on Cape Cod. 
Veterans enrolled with VA Provi-
dence can now receive vaccinations 
by appointment at the Providence 
VA Medical Center and Hyannis VA 
Clinic. Based on vaccine availability, 
vaccinations should also be available 
soon at the Middletown, R.I., and 
New Bedford, Mass., clinics. 

There is no need for Veterans to 
call for an appointment or come to a 
facility to sign up. VA Providence has 
a dedicated team that is actively con-
tacting patients at high risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19 to schedule 
their vaccination appointments.  

The VA Providence HCS is currently 
vaccinating Veterans 85 years and 
older, and those who are: on dialysis, 

John Kirby receives the first COVID-19 vaccination for a Veteran patient in the VA Providence Healthcare 
System who is not also an employee, from Deirdre Conlon, a registered nurse in the Dialysis Unit at the 
Providence VA Medical Center, Jan. 6, 2021 (VA Providence HCS photo by Kimberly DiDonato). 

transplant patients, institutional 
chemotherapy patients, or in group 
living situations, such as nursing 
homes and homeless shelters.   

The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
was 94 percent effective in clinical 
trials in preventing COVID-19 disease. 
The vaccine is administered in two 
doses, 28 days apart. The side effects 
appear to be similar to those of other 
vaccines and are short-lived.  

Veterans can get up-to-date infor-
mation and sign up for updates on 
the vaccine at https://www.va.gov/
health-care/covid-19-vaccine/. 

Providence Healthcare System 
830 Chalkstone Ave 

Providence, RI 02908  
401-273-7100 

Veteran’s Crisis Line 
800-273-8255 press 1 

Patient Call Center (PCC) 
401-457-3336 

Pharmacy Call Center  
866-400-1241 

Office of Community Care 
401-273-7100 ext. 13015 

Account Balances 
401-457-3344 

VA Benefits Information 
800-827-1000 

Website:  
www.providence.va.gov 

Facebook:  
facebook.com/VAProvidence 

Twitter:  
twitter.com/VAProvidence 

Navy Veteran and Dennis Port, Mass., resident Joseph Gagnon receives his initial dose of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine from Ashley Rokosz, nurse manager of the Hyannis VA Clinic, Jan. 13, 2021. Gagnon was 
the first patient at the Hyannis VA Clinic to receive the vaccine. In all, 107 Veterans were vaccinated during 
the clinic’s first day providing COVID-19 vaccinations (VA Providence HCS photo by Winfield Danielson). 
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