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Providence VA Medical Center Enhancing Women Veterans Health Care

[bookmark: Text4]PROVIDENCE, R.I. – The Providence VA Medical Center proudly joins the Nation in celebrating Women’s History Month during the month of March.  This year’s theme is “Writing Women Back into History” and marks the 30th years that the United States of America has celebrated achievements made by women.  Women are now the fastest growing subgroup of U.S. Veterans.  Of the 1.8 million U.S. women Veterans, more than 450,000 have enrolled in the VA health care system; that number is expected to grow by 30% in the next 5 years.   Additionally, the total number of women in the VA’s workforce is 164,170 or 60%.  Of these women, 20,736 are Veterans, representing 24.2% of the VA’s Veteran population. 
The Providence VAMC continues to make steady progress in enhancing women's health care.  In 2009, it hired a full-time Women Veterans' Program Manager and now provides a variety of care and services to meet the comprehensive needs of women Veterans--from general health services (such as primary care, gynecological care, and health and wellness screenings) to mental health services, including counseling and treatment for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Military Sexual Trauma (MST).  The Medical Center is committed to delivering the highest quality health care, while offering the privacy, dignity, and sensitivity to gender-specific needs that all women Veterans deserve.   
For information about upcoming events during Women's History Month or about services available, please contact Beth Grady, Women Veterans Coordinator, at 401-273-7100, extension 6191, or Michele Jackson, Federal Women's Program Coordinator, at 401-273-7100, extension 3300.  
For more information about the Providence VA Medical Center, please contact Tom Antonaccio, Public Affairs Officer, at telephone (401) 457-3369, or visit www.providence.va.gov.  #
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