PHARMACY PATIENT INFORMATION LETTER 2011-01

What you should know about acetaminophen-containing prescriptions

You have been prescribed a medication taking acetaminophen (APAP). Severe liver injury, including cases of acute liver failure resulting in liver transplant and death, has been reported with the use of acetaminophen. However, acetaminophen-containing prescription products are safe and effective when used as directed, though all medications carry some risks.
Following the directions below will help you safely take APAP-containing products:


ALWAYS TALK TO YOUR PHARMACIST OR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR ACETAMINOPHEN-CONTAINING PRODUCT OR ANY OTHER PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION.

Read your prescription directions closely, and do not take more medicine than directed. 





Do not stop taking your prescription pain medicine unless told to do so by your healthcare professional. 





Carefully read all labels for prescription and OTC medicines and ask the pharmacist if your prescription pain medicine contains acetaminophen/APAP. 





Do not take more than one product that contains acetaminophen at any given time. 





Do not take more of an acetaminophen-containing medicine than directed. 





Do not drink alcohol when taking medicines that contain acetaminophen. Stop taking your medication and seek medical help immediately if you: 





Think you have taken more acetaminophen than directed or 





Experience allergic reactions such as swelling of the face, mouth, and throat, difficulty breathing, itching, or rash.





Tell your primary care provider immediately about any side effects so that we can report this information to Food and Drug Administration’s MedWatch program. 





Stop taking your medication and seek medical help immediately if you: 


Think you have taken more acetaminophen than directed or 


Experience allergic reactions such as swelling of the face, mouth, and throat, difficulty breathing, itching, or rash.

















