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USAF Thunderbirds Will Visit Hospitalized Veterans

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – The United States Air Force Thunderbirds—America’s Ambassadors in Blue—will be visiting hospitalized Veterans at the Providence VA Medical Center on Friday, June 25, 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  The Thunderbirds are in Rhode Island for the annual RI Air National Guard Air Show at Quonset Point held this year on June 26 and June 27, 2010, where they will introduce their 11 new Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon Block 52 aircraft.     
The Team’s 57th show season in 2010 includes performances across the United States and Canada, giving people a first-hand look at what their Airman are accomplishing around the world every day.  Millions of people have witnessed the Thunderbird demonstrations, and, in turn, they have seen the pride, professionalism and dedication of hundreds of thousands of Airmen serving at home and abroad.  Each year brings another opportunity for the team to represent those who deserve the most credit—the everyday, hard-working Airmen voluntarily serving America and defending freedom.
[bookmark: Text4]The Thunderbirds took time from their busy schedules to visit with hospitalized Veterans during their demonstration of 2006, and this will be the fourth time they have visited the VA Medical Center.  Additional information about the Thunderbirds is available at http://thunderbirds.airforce.com.
For information about this event or the Providence VA Medical Center, please contact Tom Antonaccio, Public Affairs Officer, at telephone (401) 457-3369, or visit www.providence.va.gov. 
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