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Providence VA Medical Center Gets Infusion of Recovery Act Funds 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – The Providence VA Medical Center will get an almost $12 million infusion of federal funds under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
     	The Recovery Act package, enacted by Congress in February 2009, will provide significant infrastructure improvements at the medical center to include façade repair, additional heating, ventilation and air conditioning for inpatient wards, repairs and upgrades to electrical wiring, and conversion of steam boilers from high pressure steam to low pressure steam.  Most of the projects have been competed among service-disabled, Veteran-owned small businesses.
     	“Our medical center is over 60 years old,” said Providence VA Medical Center Director Vincent Ng.  “This additional funding will help us update our infrastructure and improve the quality of treatment provided to our Veterans by making our medical center safer, more efficient, greener, and better suited to provide Veterans with the comprehensive brand of care they deserve.”
    	As part of its local projects around the country, VA is targeting nearly one-quarter of its $1.4 billion in stimulus funding to investments in clean energy generation and energy conservation.
    	Another provision of the law has allowed VA to hire nearly 2,300 benefits claims processors--a move that will reduce the time Veterans wait for a decision on claims for compensation and pensions and education benefits.
     	For more information about American Recovery and Investment Act, please visit www.va.gov/recovery.  For more information about the Providence VA Medical Center, please visit www.providence.va.gov or contact Tom Antonaccio, Public Affairs Office, at (401) 457-3369.      
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