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New Clinic Offering Integrative Care to OEF/OIF Veterans

[bookmark: Text4]PROVIDENCE, R.I. – The Providence VA Medical Center, located at 830 Chalkstone Avenue, has established an Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom (OEF/OIF) New Patient Care Clinic, providing new OEF/OIF Veterans a one-stop-shopping model of integrative primary and behavioral healthcare as well as an opportunity to seek after-hours care.  Michael O'Connell, MD, and Joan Karl, MD, are available to provide physical examinations, and Dr. Karl also offers women's healthcare.  The clinic is staffed by two patient care assistants, an eligibility clerk, a clinician from the Primary Care integrated behavioral health team, and the OEF/OIF Program Manager.  The clinic also includes representatives from the Providence VA Regional Office as well as a consultant from Operation Vets who works with the local colleges and Veterans to offer education on benefits, jobs, colleges, and the new GI Bill. 

The new clinic is available on Mondays, from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., in the Medical Center's Special Populations Clinic (building 1) and provides excellent care and a seamless transition for new eligible OEF/OIF Veterans.  Please contact Rochelle Fortin, LICSW, OEF/OIF Program Manager, Monday thru Friday (8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) at 401-273-7100, extension 6137, to discuss access to the clinic.

For more information about the Providence VA Medical Center, please contact Tom Antonaccio, Public Affairs Officer, at telephone (401) 457-3369.  #
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